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CloseRelationshipsacrosstheLifeSpan：Tbward

aTheoryofRelationshipTypes

KeikoThkahashi

InthischapterIdiscusshowtoconceptualizeandstudyindividualpat－

ternsofcloserelationshipsconsistingofmultipleslgni丘cantothers・The

dis〔usSionconsistsofthreeparts・FirstJIreviewpreviousresearchonclose

relationshipstoclarifywhichaspectsofso〔ialrelationshipshavealready

beenstudiedandwhichhavenotbeenfullyunderstood・ThenIusethe

affectiverelationshipsmodeltoexaminehowtheirnportantlbutnotsuf－

ficientlystudied′aSPeCtSOfsocialrelationshipsfromyoungchildhoodto

oldagecanbecon〔ePhlalized・Finally，Idiscusstheeffectivenessofthe

typologlCalanalysISOfthisrnodelandfuturedirectionsofthisresearch・

THE NATURE OF CLOSE R】三LATIONSHIPS

Fromthetimetheyarebornintoso〔iet）1humansareexposedtoavariety

ofsocialrelahonships′andarenaturallydirectedtowardhavinginterac－

tionswithmultipleslgnificantothersfortheirsurvival，Safety，andwell－

being・However，mOStreSearChershavefocusedondyadicrelationships′

suchaswiththemotherininfancy（Ainsworth′Blehar・Waters′＆Wall／

1978；Bretherton＆Watersl1985；Cassidy＆Shaver，1999；Kobak＆Hazan，

1991）′withafriendinchildhood（Dodge′Pettit′McClasky′＆Brown′1986；

Jones＆Vaughan′1990；Parker＆Gottman′1989；Urberg，Degirrnencioglu′

rrblson，＆Halliday－Scher，1995）′andwitharomanticpartnerinadolescence

andadulthood（Hazen＆Shaver，1987′1990；Shaver，Hazen′＆Bradsha叫

1988）・

Inthelastfewdecades′SOmereSearChershavemovedbeyondthistra－

ditionaldyadicparadigmandassertedthateachindividual′frominfancy

tooldage′Ofbothgenders′andineveryculture′hassocialrelationships

consistingofmultipleslgnificantothers′includingtheirparents′Siblings′

spouse′Children／relatives′PeerS′friendsandotherswhoareclosetothem

（Belle′1989；Hinde′1981；Kahn＆AntonucCi′1980；Lang＆Carstensen′

1994；Lewis′198211984；Pierce，Sarason′＆Sarason′1996；Tbkahashi，1974′
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1990a）・Ifweacceptthefactthateachpersonhasmultiplesigni丘cantothers

COnCurrently，WeCanreaSOnablyextractatleastthefollowlngthreeassumP－

tionsregardingsocialrelationships：（1）individualsassigndifferentsocial

rolestoeachofthemultiplefigures；（2）individualshavetheirownrepre－

Sentationoftheframeworkofsocialrelationshipsconsistingofthemulti－

Plesocial丘gures；and（3）becauseindividualsselectappropriate丘guresfor

themselves，theremustbeindividualpattemsoftheinternalframework

Ofsocialrelationships・Inthesectionthatfollows′Wewi11brieflyreview

towhatextentthesethreeassumptionsofsocialrelationshipshavebeen

examinedbytheoriesandtheempiricalevidence・

ArticulationsofPsyd1010gicalFunctionsamOngMultiple
SignificantOthers

ThemaingoalsofhavingcloserelationshipsaretomaintainoneJssurvival

チndfeelingofsafety，andtoenhanceone’swell－being・Inconceptualiz－

1ngdoserelationships′reSearChershavediLferentiatedseveralsub－gOals

intermsoffunctionsfollowingMurray′sneedfunctions（LewiS′1982）′the

keyelementsofinterpersonaltransactions（Kahn＆Antonucci′1980）′Or

thecategoriesofrelationalprovisions（Weiss′1974）throughwhichpeo－

Pleachievetheirmaingoals・haddition′reSearChershaveassumedthat

thepsychologicalfunctionsareasslgnedtomultiplesigmifi（：ant丘gures

differently・

Ifwelookatthematterfromadifferentangle′itisassumedthat′because

Ofthesefunctionaldifferentiationsamong丘gures′aPerSOnisabletopos－

SeSSmultiplerelationshipssimultaneously・Whenweconsiderthemental

COSt′thedistributionofpsychologicalfunctionsamonglimitednumbers

Ofsigni丘cantothersisessentialtoinsurethattherewillbeappropriateand

available丘guresforeveryexpectedsituation・Whena▲personattachesto

Onlyone丘glneOrattaChestoeverybody′heorshemaybeoverlydepen－

dentonoreasilyinnuencedbytheothersaccordinglylandthiswi11impalr
hisorherabilitytoliveasanautonomousadult・Thus′itisnecessary

todescribethewholerelationshppro丘leforanindividual′inwhichthe

PSyChologicalfunctionsofeach丘guremustberelatedtoorvarywiththe

asslgnmentSOffunctionsofother丘gures・Weshouldtreatallthefigures

asarelatedwholeineachindividual′ssetofsocialrelationships・Inother

WOrds′WeShouldconceptualizesocialrelationshipsbyconsideringboth

PSyChologicalfunctionsandsocial丘gures・

TherehavebeenthefonowinglnnOVationsthatpromotetheconcep－
tualizationofmultiplesocialrelationships・hstudiesuslngarubricof
SOCialsupportnetworks′reSearChershavedelineatedvariouscategories

Ofsocialsupport′SuChasemotional′informational′andinstrumental′and

foundthatmanydifferentpeoplesupplysocialsupporttotherecIPient

inamannerthatiscooperativeandinwhichthesupporterscompensate
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foreachother（Barrera′1986；Barrera＆Ainslay，1983；Hinde′1981；Rook′

1987；Weiss′1974）・

Lewisandhiscolleagues（Feiring＆LewiS′1989′1991；LewiS′1982；

LewiS＆Feiring′1979）viewedasocialspaceasconsistingofmanypeople

whofu1fillmanykindsofsocialfunctions・Theydefinedvariousfunctions

asimportant；forexample′forinfants′PrOteCtion′CareglVlng′feeding′Playン

exploration／learning′andsocialcontrolareconsideredimportant・Given

thesecategories，theyproposedtodescribetheentiresocialmapofachild

intermsofamatrixoffigurebyfunction：alargelatticeonwhichtheYaxis

representsanarrayof丘guresandtheXaxisrepresentsavarietyofpsych0－

loglCalfunctions・Studiesapplyingthisdevicesuccessfullyindicatedthat・

eachchildhasavarietyofsocialfiguresthatful丘11differentpsychological

funCtions．

Antonucciandhercolleaguesconceptualizedsocialrelationshipsas
individuals′hierarchicalsocialsupportnetworks′uSlngtheimageof

aconvoythatsurroundsapersonovertime′inwhichsupportersare

distinguishedbythedegreeofimportancetheyhavetotheindividual
（Antonucci′1985；Kahn＆Antonucci′1980）・Speci丘cally，theseinvestiga－

torsfirstaskedtheirsubjectstomaplmPOrtantPerSOnSintheirlivesand

toclassifythemintothreeconcentriccircles・Eachofthecircleswasconsid－
eredtorepresentadifferentlevelofimportancetothetargetperson・They

theninterviewedthesubjectsastothefunctionsprovidedbythedesig－

natedagures・Their（Antonucci＆Akiyama′1987；Antonucci′Fuhrer，＆

Dartigues′1997；Antonucci＆Jackson′1987）andothers′studies（Lang＆

Carstensen′1994；Lang′Staudinger，＆Carstensen′1998；Levitt′Guacci－

Franco′＆Levitt′1993；Levitt′Weber，＆Guacci′1993）revealedfeaturesof

socialrelationshipsmoreclearlythanhadpreviousconventionalresearch・

Theyfoundthatadultsnominatedeightornine丘guresonaverageand′Of

these′threeorfourwereplacedintotheinnercircleofpeoplewhoprovided

higherproportionsofallkindsofsupport′SuChasconfiding′reaSSl∬anCe′

respect′CareWhensick／andtalkwhenupset′Whereasthemiddle－Circle

丘guresprovidedrespectandcarewhensick′andouter－Circlemembers

onlyprovidedrespect（Antonucci＆Akiyama′1987）・Thissophisticated

researchhasclearlyindicatedtheexistenceofthearticulationsofpsych0－

10gicalfunctionsamongsignificantothers・

IntemalFrameworkofCloseRelationships

Itiswelldocumentedthathumansasyoungastoddlershavetheability

toconstruCtandusementalmodelsthatservetOinterpretimmediatesit－

uations′andtoselectorplanaCtualandappropriatebehaviorsinaglVen

context（Bowlby，1969／1982′1973′1980；Bretherton，1993；Nelson′1986；

Piaget′1954；Schank＆Abelson′1977）・Becauseofthisabilityンitisreason－

ablyassumedthatsocialinteractionsandfelationshipsarenotsymOnymOuS
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（LewiS′1982）・WecanobserveSOCialinteractions′butsuchobservationdoes

notnecessarilyleadtotheunderstandingofcloserelationshipsasanin－
tegratedsystem・Forthiswemustsomehowaccessthementalmodelsof

SOCialrelationships・

Someresearchershaveposited suchmentalmodelsofsocialrela→

tionshipsasrelationalschema（Baldwin′1992；Yee，Santoro′Paul′＆

Rosenbaum′1996）′attaClmentstyle（Davila′Burge′＆Hammen′1997；

Hazan＆Shaver，1987′1990；Scharfe＆Bartholomewl1994）′OrtruSt

（Rempel′Holmes′＆Zarna′1985）・Mosttypicaltheoreticalinnovations

inthementalmodelsofsocialrelationshipsmaybeidentiaedintheat－

taclmenttheoryalthoughthistheoryprlmarilyconcernSthemother－
Child′dyadicrelationship・Theseresearchershaveextendedtheattaclment

theorybeyondtoddlerhoodby／Jamovetothelevelofrepresentation”

（Bretherton′1985；Main′1994；Main，Kaplan′＆Cassidy，1985）′basedon

theintemalworkingmodelproposedbyBowlby（1969／1982′1973′1980）．

TheyextendthetheorybyfocuslngOnmentalrepresentationsofthe′′cur－

rentstateofmindwithrespecttoattachmentexperiences′′′mainlywith

themotherinchildhood（e・g・／George′Kaplan，＆Main′1996；Hesse′1999；

Main＆Goldwyn′1998）・Thesedevicessuggestthatwecanconceptualize

SOCialrelationshipsasrepresentationsofactualinteractiverelationships・

Theinternalframeworkprovidesusnotonlywiththeexperiencesof
SOeialfiguresbutalsowithbeliefsabouthoweachfigurefulfi11seach

function′byconsideringwhatthe丘gurethinksofusandhowthefigure

Willrespond′inOtherwords′beliefsthatcomefrominferringtheagure′S

mind・Thus′WeCanhypothesizethattherepresentationalframeworkof

CloserelatiOnshipscontroIstheeverydaysocialinteractionsofeachper－

SOn′althoughtherepresentationsareinfluencedandchangedbytheactllal

interactions．

IndividllalPatternsofCloseRelationships

Asindividualsselectappropriate丘guresforthemselvesandasslgnOne
OrmOrePSyChologicalfunctionstoeachofthem，itisassumedthatthere

areindividualdifferencesinthecon丘gurationsofaperson′Sframeworkof

Closerelationships・Someinnovativeresearchershaveproposedwaysto

Summarizethedetailedinformationgainedfromtheirintervieweesabout

theirrelationships′beyondtheconventionaldescriptionsofnormative

tendencies．

Forexample′Antonucciandhercolleagueshaveproposedthetotal

networksizeorthecompositionofanetwork（familyvs・friendsratio）

asindicatorsofindividualdifferencesinsocialrelationships（Antonucci′

FuhreIl＆Dartigues′1997）・Wenger（1991′工996）andLitwin（2000′2001）

haveidentibedindividualnetworktypesamongelderlycitizensbased

Onthefrequencyofcontactwithchildren′friends′Orneighborsandtheir
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attendanceofsocialactivities・Althoughaquantitativesummaryofsodal

frameworksisconvenient′itsusemightresultinthelossoftheessentialna－

tureofsocialrelationshipsrepresentedbytherelationshipbetweenfigures
andfunctions．IbelievethatindicatorsbasedonthequantitatiVeaspects

ofsocialrelationshipsaretoogeneralandabstracttodepictthecomplexly

organizedrepresentationalframework・Rather，theuruquenatureOfthe

socialrelationshipsofeachindividualneedstobecondensed・

CONCEPTUALIZATIONOF CLOS】∃R玉LATIONSHIPS

Asthusfarreviewed′thethreeassumptionsaboutcloserelationships

havebeenpartlyexaminedandembodiedintherecentinnovativere－
searchdescribedabove・Themostcriticalproblemthatnowconfrontsus

ishowdenselytodescribehowfiguresandfunctionsarerelatedtoeach

otherineachindividual′spersonalnetwork・Inotherwords′WemuSttake

intoaccounttheoutstandingqualitativecharacteristicsoftheindividual

framework′Whichconsistsofmultiple丘guresamongwhichpsychological

functionsareshared′articulated′anddivided：Atthesametime′thede－

tailed′qualitativedescriptionsofindividualsshouldbecategorizableinto

groupsortypesforthepurposeofunderstandinggeneralrulesinsocial

relationships・

Next′Ⅰwi11discusstheaffectiverelationshipsmodel（Thkahashi′1973′

1986′1990a；Takahashi＆Sakamoto′2000）asanexampleofanattempt

tointegrateallthreeoftheassumPtionstogetherintoonemodel・This
modelwasconstructedinJapanandhasbeenappliednotonlyamong

theJapanesebutalsoamongotherEasternandWesternparticipants（Heo′

2000；Levitt′2001；Shulman＆Scharf′2000；Thkahashi′Ohara′Antonucci′

＆Akiyama′inpress）・

AffectiveRelationshipsModel

Thenotionofaffectiverelationshipsfocusesonthecoreandrelativelysta－

blecloserelationshipsthatareassumedtobeimportantforthesurvival
andwell－beingofhumanbeings・Theaffectiverelationshipsarede血ed
asthoseinterpersonalrelationshipsthatsatisfyourneedsforemotional

interactionswithsigni丘cantothers；theyincludetheneedforemotional

support′eXChanglngWarmattention′andgivingnurture・Thus′theaffecr

tiverelationshipsincludeavarietyofintimaterelatiOnshipsthathavebeen

studiedundersuchrubricsasattachment′truSt′love′Closerelationshipsl

andromanticrelationships・BecausepreviOusresearchhasindicatedthat

purelyinstrumentalsupports′SuChas丘nancialsupportsandthosethat

providehelpinurgentsituations′areSOmetimesunaCCOmPaniedbyany

positiveaffection（e・g・，Iida′2000；Thkahashi＆Ohara′1997）′thesekinds

Ofsupportareexcluded・
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TheaffectiverelatiOnshipsmodelallowsustoconceptualizetheimpor－

tantfeaturesofcloserelationshipsthathavebeenidenti丘edonlypartially

bypreviousresearchasstatedabove・Morespeci丘callylthefouowlngthree

featurescharacterizetheframeworkofaffectiverelationshipsinthismodel・

1・Theframeworkconsistsofmultiple丘guresthathavebeenchosenby

eachindividual′WhoasslgnStOthemeachofthepsychologicalfunctions・

WecandistinguishavarietyofpsychologicalfunctioTLS′fromthecritical

（e・g・／aSkingforemotionalsupport）totheperipheral（e・g・／Sharingemo－

tionalexperiencesandinformation）thatprovidesupportforanindivid－

ual，ssurvivalandwell－being；these丘guresandfunctionshavebeeniden－

ti丘edinpreviousstudies（Furman＆Buhrmester，1985；Furman′Simon′

Shaffer・＆Bouche）ち2002；Kahn＆Antonucci′1980iWeiss′1974）・

2・Theframeworkhasaclearhierarchicalstructure′aSintheconvoy

model（Kahn＆Antonucci′1980）・Thatis′therearefocal丘guresthatsaト

isfyalmostallofthepsychologicalfumCtions，andprovidethescaffolding
Ofbeingforeachpersonbyfu1丘11ingthemostcriticalfunctions．Inaddition

tothefocal丘gures′thereisalimitedbutsu瓜cientnumberofsigni丘cant

Otherstosatisfyavarietyofpsychologicalfunctionsforastableandau－

tonomouslife′SOthatthefocalfigures′influencecouldbereducedbythe

in且uenceoftheothers・ThisstructuredframeworkserveStOCOnStruethe

COreandrelativelystablesocialrelationships・However，itisalsoassumed

thattheframeworkwillbetransformedthroughencounterswithnewand
appropriatefigures′thelossoffigureSbyseparationordeath，aglng′Or

development・Thus′itisreasonablyhypothesizedthateachpersoncontin－

uouslyconstructsandreconstructsherorhisownframeworkofaffective

relationshipsthroughoutlife・

3・Thereareindividualdifferencesinframeworks′becauseeachperson

Choosesthe丘guresthataremostappropriateandavailabletothemto

fu1丘11eachofthefunctions・Tbhighlighttheseindividualities′itisusefulto

evaluatetheimportanceofalimitednumberofsignificantothers′inlightof

theirrolesinprovidingafewgenerallyimportantpsychologicalfunctions．

Tbsummarizetheindividualnatureofsocialrelationshipsthatiscaptured
bythesefigure－functionpairs′Weadopttypologicalclassi丘cations．The

tYPOIogicalanalysisfallsmidwaybetweencasedescriptionsofindividuals

andnormativedescriptionsofgroups・Suchconventionalanalysesofsocial

relationshipsarenotalwaysappropriate：theformeristooconcreteandthe

latterluresusintomisslngindividualities・Intheaffectiverelationships

model′WeuSetyPOlogyandtentativelydiscerntypesofframeworks．

MeasmingAffectiveRelationships

ne4炉ctiveRetationshipsScale仏RS）．Tbbetterdefinetheaffectivere－
1ationshipsmodel，aneWSelf－rePOrttypeofassessmentinstrunent′the

AffectiveRelationshipsScale（ARS）′WaSPrOPOSed（Thkahashi，1974′1990a；
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Thkahashi＆Sakamoto′2000）・TheARSisconstruCtedtoassesssubjective

representationsofcloserelationshipsasacomplexsetoffigure－function

PalrS′uSlngthesamesetofquestionstoaskaboutsupposedlymaJOrSOCial

丘gures・

Moreconcretely｝theARSdescribesmultiplecloserelationshipsinterms

Ofrepresentationsofmultipleinterpersonalrelationships・TheARSre－

qulreSaSubjecttoglVeSeParateratingsonthesameSetOfitems′Which

describeseachofsixpsychologicalfunctions・Thatis′theARSconsists

Ofstatementsdescribingconcreteaffectivebehaviorsthataregroupedac－

COrdingtothefollowingsixfumCtions：（1）seekingproximity；（2）receiving
emotionalsupport；（3）receivingreassuranceforbehaviorand／orbeing；

（4）receivingencouragementandhelp；（5）sharinginformationandexperi－

ence；and（6）givingnurture・Participantsareaskedtogiveseparateratings

Ofthe12items（i．e．′6functionsx2items）′aSShowninThble6．1′foreach

Oftheirfivetoeight丘guresusinga丘ve－POintscalefrom5（Iagree）to

l（Idisagree）・The丘guresareselectedfromseveralsocialcategoriesbased

OnPreliminarystudiesidentifyingthemostimportantpersonsforadults・

Inmostcases′Participantsareaskedtoratethemother，thefather，the

dosestsibling′theclosestsame一genderfriend′themostfavoredopposite－

genderfriendorromanticpartnerlandarespectedperson′inthatorder・

Formarriedpeople′thespouse（insteadofaromanticpartner）andtheclos－

estchildareincluded・Thus′theARScanbenexiblyadjustedtodifferent

POPulationsbyincludingorexcluding丘gures′dependingontherespon－

dents′socialandsocietalconditionsandtheaimsoftheresearch．TheARS

isdesignedtoyieldtwokindsofscore：thetotalscoreforalltwelveitems

TABLE6・1・抽7刀Sq仲e4酔C抽eRe加わ乃S坤sSc87e

Thefirstseriesofstatementsareaboutyourrelationshipwithyourmother・For

eachofthestatements′Pleasechooseoneofthealtemativesthatbestdescribes

howmuchyouagreet（Alternativesandscore‥5′Agree；4JAgreesomewhat；3′

Neitheragreenordisagree；2′Disagreesomewhat；Orl，Disagree・）

1・Iwouldhketobeemotionallysupportedbymymother・

2・Iwouldmissmymotherifshewereaway・
3・IwouldliketobewithmymotherwhenIfeelsad・
4・IwouldliketobeunderstoodbymymotherwhenIhaveahardtime・

5・Iwouldlikemymotherandmetoshareourdif丘culties．

6・Iwouldliketoencouragemymotherwhenshehasdif丘culties・

7・IwouldliketobewithmymotherwhenIneedaboostinmyself－COn丘dence・

8・Iwouldlikemymotherandmetoshareeachother′shapplneSS・

9・IwouldhketobeencouragedbymymotherwhenIdosomething・

10・Iwouldliketobewithmymotherifpossible・

11・IwouldlikemymothertoagreewithmeifIamdoingtherightthing・
12・IwouldlikemymothertoaskmetohelpwhenshehasdifBculties・
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foreachmajorfigure′andasetofsubscoresforeachofthesixfumCtions

foreach丘gure・Theformerrenectsthestrengthofthesubject′sneedfor

affectivebehaviorsfromeach丘gure′andthelatterthemajorfunctionsof
thatfigure・

nePictm4炉ctiveRelationshipsTtst倒R7）・Forsubjectswhohave
dif丘cultyrespondingtotheARS′thatis′yOTngC旭dren′elementary

SChooIc旭dren′andveryelderlypeople′aSerleSOfpicture－tyPeinstru－

ments（thePictureAffectiveRelationshipsTbst′RART）wasconstructed

basedontheaffectiverelationshipsmodel・ThePARTcohsistsoftwosets

Ofeighteencards′Oneforfemalesandonefo，mal。S．Ea。hca，dillustrates。

dailylifesituatiOninwhichaffechvebehaviorstowardanotherpersonmay

beinduced・AsshowninFigure6・1′eaChpalrOfcardsdepictsimaglnary

SituationsrepresentingeachofthesamesixfunctionsthatareintheARS．

Duringthetestsession′aSubjectisinstructedtosupposethemajor丘gure

inthepicturewasherorhimself，thenisshowneachcardandaskedtoan－

SWerthequestionpertairungtOeaChpicturewiththenameofapersonand

thatperson′srelationshiptothesubject（Thkahashi′1978／2000；Thkahashi′

2002）・Thus′uSing・boththeARSandthePARTIwecanassessaffectivere－

1ationshipsoverthecourseoflife，fromyoungchildrentoelderlypeople′

basedonthesametheory

4師cffpeRe加0花物古物，eSごCo〝血5両伽血血塊広軌他用5げRe－
lationshipsDescribedbytheARSandthemRTTbcondensetherich
informationobtainedforeachindividualbytheARSorthePARTIwe

haveproposedtypologicalclassiBcationsasintermediatedescriptionsof
thedatabetweenlivecasedepictionsandnormativesummariesofthe

Wholedata′becauseprevious丘ndingssuggestthattherearethreegroups

Ofpeople・First′PreViousstudiesindicatethatonegroupofindividuals

includespeoplewhoaredominantlyconcernedwithfamilymembersand
anothergrouplnCludespeoplewhoaremoreconcernedwithnoI血m－

ilymembers（Antonucci′Fuhrer，＆Dartigues′1997；Litwin′2000′2001；

WengeH991′1996）・Theformerconventiona11yincludesthenaturalfam－

ilymembers′i・e・，ParentS′Siblings′andchJdren′andthelattertypicauy

includesfriendsofbothgenders・Infact′COrrelationsoftheARSscoresfor

thevarious丘guresindicatedthatthersamongeitherfamilyornonfamily

memberswereslgni丘cantlygreaterthanthosebetweenfami1yandnon－

familymembers（Thkahashi＆Sakamoto′2000；Thkahashietal・′inpress）・

Moreovenforinstance′COllegestudentswhogavethehighestARSscores

forthemotherreportedthattheyhadnofriendsoftheoppositegenderlin

COntraSttOtheirfriend－dominanttypecounterpartswhoreportedhaving

activeinteractionswithfriendsincludingromanticpartners（Thkahashi′

1974，1986）・Howeveいhedifferentiationoffamnymembersfromout－
Siderswi11dependonone′ssubjectivedefinitionsof〟family・”InparticulaL
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日Ifyougothurt，Whowouldyouwanttobewith？”

（Acardfbrgirls）

HIfsomethingpleasanthappenedtoyou，Whowouldyou

liketoshareitwith？”（Acardfbrboys）

FIGURE6・1・SampleCardsofthePARrforYoungChildren・

丈．勘毎払那加

theclassi丘cationofromanticpartnersorthespouseintothefamilyor

nonfamilyclusterwi11bearbitrary・Aromanticpartnerisinitiallyconsid－

eredanonfamilymembenbutwilloften′butnotalways′beconsidereda

familymerhberaftermarrlage・Forthesakeofconvenience′WeWillclas－

sifytheromanticpartnerasafamilymemberamongmarriedparticipants
hereafter．

Inadditiontotheabove一mentionedpeoplewhoareinterestedinothers，

athirdgroupISmadeupofpersonswhoarenotveryinterestedinother

humanbeings・Membersofthisgrouphavebeenidenti鮎dintheprevious
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literatureunderrubricssuchasisolation′withdrawal′loneliness′andat－

taclmentdisorganization（Main＆Solomon′1990；Rotenberg＆Hymel′

1999；Solomon＆George′1999）・RespondentstotheARSorthePARTcan

easilybeclassiaedintooneofthesethreegroups（Family，Nonfamily，and
〟LoneWolf′′）ofsocialrelationships・

Moreover，iLwelookateachdetaileddescriptionofindividuals／close

relationships′We丘ndthatpeoplehavepreferencesamongthemostim－

POrtantSOCialfigures・Forinstance′SOmeFamilygroupstudentsexpressa

Preferenceforthemotheroverotherfamilymembers・AmongNonfamily

groupadolescents′WeCOulddiscriminatetwotypes：Same－genderfriend

dominantandopposite一genderfrienddominantstudents・Thus′WeCan

identifyspeci丘Ctypesintermsofadominant′focal丘gureinboththe

FamilyandNonfamilygroups・

Aftervariousstatisticaltrialsaimedatdehingthefocal丘gure′Wehave

tentativelyconcludedthatthemosthighlyscored丘gurebytheARSorthe

PARTcanberegardedasausefu1′thoughsimple′indicatorofeachpersonal

framework．Wehavedescribedtheanalyticalprocessindetailelsewhere

（Thkahashi＆Sakamoto′2000）・Byidentifyingthetopfigure′WeCandassify

respondentsintoseveraltypes′SuChasMothertype′Childtype′Spo？Se

type′andFriendtype・Thesetypesarealsoclassi丘edintothetwomaJOr

groups′i・e・′theFamilyorNonfamilygroup・

Thus′SimilartootherelaboratemeasurementssuchasAntonucci′sand

LewiS′S′theARSandthePARTdescribecloserelationshipsthroughoutthe

lifecourseinconsideringwhich丘gurefu1丘llswhichfunctions，butdiffer

fromtheminthefollowingrespects：（1）theARSandtheEARTfocuson
closerelationshipswithalimitednumberofsigni丘cantothers′Whereas

theothersasksubjectstonominateallsigni丘cant丘gures；（2）theyassess

mentallyrepresentedrelatiOnshipsandnotactualinteractions′Whereasthe

othersdonotclearlydiscriminatetheneedsofacloserelatiOnshipfrom

thebehaviorsassociatedwithit；and（3）theysummarizeanindividual′s

coI通gurationofpersonalrelationshipsintermsofafocal丘gurewho丘11s

mostofthepsychologicalfunctionsandinevitablyprovidesthemostcrit－

icalfunctionforsurvivalorwell－being（Thkahashi′1974）・Antonuccihas

onlyproposedquantitativenormsofindividualities′andLewishasnotyet

proposedanyindicesofthepatternsofcloserelationships・

Inthissection′Ⅰwi11examinetheempiricalevidenceforourabilityto

differentiateindividualitiesbytypologicalclassi丘cations・First／bythisty‾

pology，Wefoundnormativedistributionsoftypesaccordingtoagesand

gendersthatwereconsistentwithprevious丘ndings・Atthesametime′

underthenormativetrends′thatis′thechangesandexpansionsofcIose

relationshipsfromthefamilytononfamilymembers′Wefoundallkinds


