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CHILD’SATTACHMENTTOMOTHERASA

NEGATIVEPREDICTOROFMOTHER，S

COMMUNICATIONEFFECTIVENESS

KEIKOTAKAHASHI

UniversityoftheSacredHeart，Tokyo，Japan

Introduction

IthasbeenBrmlysupportedbyemplrlCalfindingsthatcloserelatiorrshipsbetweena

Subjectandamodel／reinforcerenhancethesubject’ssusceptibilitytothelatter’ssocial

in且uenceand／orsocialreinforcement・Forexample，Classicstudies（e．g．，Bandura＆

Huston，1961；Bandura，Ross，＆Ross，1963）indicated that children more readily
imitatedthebehaviorofanurturantmodelthanwhenthe modelwas unnurturantor
neutral．

Recentresearchhasgoneintoparticularsonthisissue．First，ithasbeenshownthat

eveninfantsearnestlytrytogetinformationfromsignificantattachmentfigures（Campos

＆Stenberg，1981；Feinman，1982，1992；Walden＆Ogan，1988），andthatbythetime

theyaretoddlers，theyhave acquiredthecapacltytObecomplianttothenurturant

motherin the developmentalprocesstoward autonomy（Kopp，1982；Kuczynski＆

Kochanska，1990；Minton，Kagan，＆Levine，1971；Sonnenschein，1988；Vaughn，

Kopp，＆Krakow，1984）．Secondly，SeCurely attached children are characterized as

COmpliant to，and cooperative with，their mother，Whereas noncompliance and／or

defiantbehaviorstowardthemothercharacterizeabusedorinsecurelyattachedchildren

（Londerville＆Main，1981；Matas，Arend，＆Sroufe，1978；Oldershaw，Walters，＆Hall，

1986）．Furthermore，reSearChershave made clearthe nature ofeffective mothersin

SOCialization：mOther’slow－keyormoderateassertions（Crockenberg＆Litman，1990；

Kuczynski，Kochanska，Radke－Yarrow，＆Girnius－Brown，1987；Parpal＆Maccoby，

1985），maternalresponsiveness（Stayton，Hogan＆Alnsworth，1971），andpositivemood

Ofmother－Childrelations（Lay，Waters，＆Park，1989）tendtoinduceyoungchildrento
respondpositivelytomothers’demandsorproposals．

Thisevidencesupportstheaffect－facilitationassumptlOnOfsocialization，thatis，a
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nurturantpersontowhomthechildisattached，CanCOnVeySOCialin8uenceseasily・

Acorollaryofthisassumptionisthatapersoninwhomsubjectstrustandtowhom

theyattach，CanuSethewarmthoftherelationshipasaresourceinsocializingwiththe

Subjects，gettingthemtocomplywitheithergeneralorspecificexpectations．

However，istheaffect－facilitationassumptiontrueacrossavarietyofsituations？Are

nurturantmothersalwayseffectivesocialreinforcersandaretheyalwayswillingtouse
thecloserelationshipsasaresourceinsocialization？

Somerecentstudieshavecastdoubtsonthisgenerality．Manyresearchers（KuczynSki，

1984；Lytton，1980；Maccoby＆Martin，1983；Radke－Yarrow，Zahn－Waxler，＆Chapman，

1983）havepointedoutthatnurturantmothersdonotnecessarilymakechildrencomply

inallsocialcontexts・Whenmothers perceive a glVen Situation to be urgent and
Want tO eXertimmediate control over children，the nurturant mothersuse their

affectiveresourcesandcontroltheirchildrenmoreeffectivelythantheirunnurturant

COunterpartS・However，COntrarytOtheexpectationsbasedupontheaboveassumption，

incontextsorsituationswhichtheyseeasmerelyplayfulorgame－like，thenurturant

mothersarereluctanttoforcetheirchildrentoobey・Theyusemorepleasantandmilder

COntrOIstrategiessuchasnegotiationsandsuggestions（Kuczynski，1984），andallowthe

Childrennottoobeytheirdirectives（Matasetal．，1978）morethantheirunnurturant

COunterPartS，aPParentlyvaluingthelong－termgOOdmotheトChildrelationshipoverthe
desiretofu1fi11thedemandsofthetaskathand．

Therefore，aSSumlngthatnurturantmothers，controIstrategiesvaryaccordingto

SOCialcontext，WeCanhypothesizethatonlywhenweplacemotheトChilddyadsin

task－Orientedcontexts，SuCh asproblemトSOIvingsituationsusedintheclassicstudies

Wheresubjectsarepressedtoachievethetaskandtheirmothers，thoughimplicitly，
areqSSlgnedtheroleofamodelorsocialreinforcer，Willmothersusethenurturant

relationshipasaresourcetohavethechildcomply・Inthosetask－Orientedsituations

inwhichmothersarenaturallyexpectedtohaveso－Calledinstrumentalfunctions，they

Willconcentrateongettingtheirchildrentoachievegoodperformances．Inotherwords，

becauseoftheiraffectiveresource，inthosetask－Orientedsituations，mOtherstowhom

theirchildrenareattachedhaveanadvantageovertheirunnurturantcounterparts・

However，if we put the dyadsin playfulcontexts，SuCh as game－like situations，

themothers who have close relationships with their children may prefer to enact

SO－Calledexpressivefunctions，devotlngthemselves tomaintaintheircloserelations．

Theytherebyrevealpermissiveattitudestowardchildren，snoncomplianceordefiance，

andarereluctanttocontroIplayfulbehaviorsoftheirchildrenthatdonotconfom

totherulesofthegame・Theclosertherelationship，themoreinclinedthemother

is toplaceimportanceontheexpressive role，becausetheclosenessmeansthatthe

relationshipisamaJOremOtionalinvestmentforher，andthismaywellpreventher

fromtakingthenecessarystepstogetthechildtocompletetheutask，，successfu11y・

Thepurposeofthepresentstudywasdirectlytotestthis山social－COnteXtMassumption，

i・e・，thatmaternalcontroIstrategleSVaryaCCOrdingtothenatureofthesocialcontext．It

WaSSPeCificallyhypothesizedthatinagame－likeproblem－SOIvingsituationinwhichthe

roleofthemotherwasratherambiguous，thedegreeofthechild，sattachmenttoher，

fromwhichwecouldassumethecloserelationshipsbetweenmotherぺhilddyad，WOuld

benegativelyrelatedtothemother，seffectivenessasasocializationagentasmeasured

bychildren’sperformancesinthegame，becauseinsuchasituationthemotherwouldbe
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COntenttOmaintainandenjoytherelationship・Twospecificpredictionswereexamined：

（a）thechild’SstrengthofattachmenttowardthemotherwouldbenegativelyでOrrelated

tOtheperformanceinthegame；and（b）themother’sengagementinthemalntenan？e
Ofgoodrelationswiththechildwouldnegativelyaffectthechild，sperformanceln
thetask．

Method

In agame－like referentialcommunicationsituation，therelationshipbetweenthe

Child’sattachmenttothemotherandthechild，Sperformanceofdecodingmessages

Sentbythemotherwasinvestlgated・Moreover，tOelucidatethe relationship，the
attitudesandstrategiesbythemotherdmingthecommunicationofthemessagewere
analyzed・

∫〟毎ecJ

Thirty－SixmotherLChilddyadswerestudied・Thechildren，16boysand20girls，
hadbeenparticipatinglnalongitudinalstudysincechildbirth，andthisstudywas

administeredwhenthechildrenwere3・Oto3・2yearsold・Theywerefirstbornofintact
nuclearfamiliesfromthelower－middleclass，livinglnafewmiddle－Sizedcitiesnear

Tokyo・Allthemotherswerehighschoolgraduates，andfull－time，prlmaryCare－glVerS・

Noneofthechildrenattendedaninstitutionsuchasadaycarecenterorkindergarten・

Proced〟re

mけ′川，‘…肌・仙凧イ‘〟仙ゾJ川l・JけJりJあぐ〃いJ在り・

AttachmenttowardsthemotherwasassessedbythePAT（PictureAttachmentTest）

COnStruCtedbytheauthor（Takahashi，1978）・ThePATconsistedoftwosetsofeight

picturecards，OneSetforgirlsandonesetforboys・Eachcardillustratedadaily

lifesituationinwhichattachmentbehaviorstowardsotherpersonswouldbeinduced

inyoungchildren・Examplesituationsincluded：uWhenyouplayoutofdoors，Who
WOuldyouliketoplaywith？，MHWhowouldyouwanttotakeabathwith？，”“Ifyou

WereSick，Whowouldyouwanttobewith？・HBeingshowneachofthePATcards，the

motherwasaskedbyaninterviewertoreportthenameoftheperson（S），Whomshe

believedherchildwouldselectineachdaily－lifesituation・Wedidnotaskthechildren

thequestions，becauseitwasassumedthattheywerenotmatureenoughtorespondto

SOmeOfthePATcards・Thetotalnumberofappearancesofthemotherasthemost

preferredpersonwasconsideredasshowingthestrengthofattachmenttoher（Range
＝ト8，〟＝3・94，∫D＝1．82）．

Inordertovalidatethisindexwecorrelateditwiththeirpatternsofattachment

identifiedbytheStrangeSituationprpcedure（Ainsworth，Blehar，Waters，＆Wall，

1978）・Twenty－SeVenmOtherぺhildpalrSOutOfthe36dyadswereassessedbythe
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procedure at their24th month，and except for2children ofC－type，allofthe
ChildrenwereclassifiedintoB－tyPe・SincetheconventionalA－B－Cclassificationwas

notinformative，eightkindsofattachmentbehaviorstowardsthemother（touching；

beingwithinarm，sreachof；following；Showing／givingtoysto；SPeakingto；imitating；
lookingat；Smilingat）werecountedforeachlOsperiodduringepisodes2，3，5and
8・Thetotalfrequencyoftheeightkindsofattachmentbehaviorstowardsthemother

WaSCOrrelatedsignificantlywiththepresentattachmentindex（r＝．46，P＜．05）．

乃相川肌Ⅲ〃1W州J小〃…んl・′・●・…）′…川川／…J両日典血一・仙・∫．Y

Themother，scommunicationeffectivenesswasmeasuredbyareftrentialcommumication
game，aSlightlymodifiedversionofthePictureBookCommunicationGameconstructed

byDickson（Dickson，1981；Dickson，Hess，Miyake，＆Azuma，1979）．AsFigure5．1

indicates，theinstrumentuSedinthegameinvoIvedtwonotebooks，eaChwithasetof

fourpICtureSindifferentarrangements・Undereachpictureonthelistener，snotebook

isabuttonconnectedbyawiretoalightunderthecorrespondingpICtureOnthesender，s

notebook・Thisgameissimilartoconventionalreferentialcommunicationtaskswithtwo

innovationsforthebutton－lightsystem・First，byalightunderthepicturethesender

CanPrOmptlyidentifythechoiceofthelistener，andsecond，thesendercanthusknow

theappropriatenessofherprlOrmeSSageandprovidefeedbackorfurtherinformation
ifsnleWOuldliketodoso．

InthegamethemotherwasinstructedtoglVeameSSageCOnStruCtedbyherself
aboutatargetreferentinthesetoffouralternatives，SOthatthechildcouldchoose

thereferent，Whichwouldbelocatedinadifferentplaceinthechild，snotebook．In

thepresentstudyweusedonlyabstractfiguresinordertomakethesituationmore

game－like，aSShowninFigure5・2・Itwassupposedthatthoseabstractfigureswould

makethemotherperceivethesituationasagame・Thisisbecausefirstly，aStherewere

nodesignatedHcorrectMmessagesthemothercouldsendavagueortrickydescrlPtlOn

ifsheliked・Secondly，aSitwasdifficulttosendapproprlatemeSSageStOhelpthe

Childpushthecorrectbuttons，themothermightpretendthatitwasallplay，nOta
COgnitivetask．

（1）Sondor’sbaJdwi也t和恍On虐

（2）Li血組旭r－＄b虹dwi血御仏

Figure5・1・Thepicturebookcommunicationgame．
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Figure5・2・Theexamplefiguresusedinthemother－aS－Sendersession・
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A maximumofthree errorswasscored peritem，andthe totalnumberoferrors

wascountedover7itemsofthemother－aS－Sender（MAS）commTnicationgame・This
numberwasusedasanegativeindicatorofthemother，scommunlCativeeffectiveness・

Topartialoutthechild，sabilitylnthetask，thenumberoferrorsoverlOitems，all

concretefigures，Oftheexperimenter－aS－Sender（EAS）task，inwhichtheexperimenter

sent messages followlng aWritten scenario，WaS uSed as a controIvariablein the

followinganalysis・TheEASscoresweresignificantlynegativelyrelatedtoBineトIQ

scoresat3yearsofage（－．55，P＜・01），buttheMASscoreswerenotsignificantly
relatedtoIQ（r＝－．26）．TheMsandSDsoftheEAS（Scorerange0－30）andtheMAS

（0－21）werelO．42（3．18），and9・81（3・52），reSpeCtively・

BeforeproceedingtotheMASsession，themotherobservedtheEASsessionto
understand how to send a message and to glVe feedback to the child・The games

requiredabout15－25minaltogether・

凡扉叩．‥中川′J／椚巧み1イMl・f…●

To obtainindicators of the mother，s attitudes and strategleS，all motherぺhild

interactionsduringthe gameweretransCribedfromaudio－tapeS，andratedonfour

4－pOint rating scales（4＝Clearly shows the tendency，tOl＝hardly shows the

tendency）．Eachscalewas aimedatassessingthemother’stendencytomaintaina

closeandreciprocalrelationship．Thescaleswere：（1）themother’stendencytoreferto

thechild’spersonalexperiences；（2）themother’stendencytoignorethechild’serrors；

（3）themother’stenden9ytOperSistinhermessage；and（4）themother’stendencynot

tocontrolthechild，sirrelevantbehaviors．

RatingswereglVenforeachitemandthenaveragedoverthe7items・MsandSDs
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Werel・25（0・30），2・15（0・38），2・08（0・48），1・94（0・79），reSPeCtively・Inter－rateragree－

ments（Cohen’skappa）fortheratingwere・860ntheaverage．・

BecausepreliminaryanalysisofsexdifferencesineachscoreofMAS，EAS，PATand

eachofthefourratlngSOfmaternalattitudetowardthetasksandchild，sperformances
indicatednonsigniBcancebetweenthesexes，thedatawerecombined．

伽J‘血〃叫，ユーβ肋・Ⅳ〃■痛打／仙川√¢血仙′血－′・抑日ソ砧J・．－mr（那加血。‘一冊

Thecorrelationbetweenthestrengthofattachmenttothemotherandnumberof

errorsinMASwassignificantwhenthenumberoferrorsinEASwaspartialledout

（・30，P＜・05）・Theresultindicatedthatthemorestronglythechildattachedtothe

mother，themoreerrorss／hetendedtomakeindecoding・

聯Cよぎげ血肋か〝αJA〟血血0乃Cゐ混，∫grrO相加伽Gd椚e

AsTable5・1shows，Onlyoneoutofthefourratingsofmaternalattitudeduring
thegame，themother，stendencynottocontrolthechild，sirrelevantbehaviors，WaS

COrrelatedsigni丘cantlywiththenumberoferrorsinMAS，Whenthenumberoferrors

inEASwascontrolled（．51，P＜．01）．

Moreover，thecorrelationofthechild，sattachmenttothemotherwiththenumberof

errorsinMAS，COntrOllingforthatofEAS，becamenonsigniBcantwhenthemother，s

reluctancetocontrolthechild，sirrelevantbehaviorswaspartialledout（・22，P＞．10）．
Thus，WhenthemotherwasnotwillingtocontroIchild，sbehaviortochannelittoward

thegoalortowardperformlngWellinthegame，thechildmadeerrorsindecoding・

CorrelationsbetweenNumberofErrorsinMother－As－SenderSessionandRatingsofMaternalBehavior

NumberoferrorsinMAS

（〃＝36）

MaternalRatings SiTle Numbe窓芯inEAS
1）Tendencytoreferto

personalexperiences

2）Tendencytoignore
Child，serrors

3）Tendencytopersistin

hermessage

4）Tendencynottocontrol

irrelevantbehaviors

＊ク＜．01．
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Infact，highlyattachedmothersweregenerallyreluctanttocontroltheirchildren’s

irrelevantbehaviors・Typicalinteractionswereasfollows・

Cd∫eRy以

Ryu，sscoresofMASandEASwere12and7，reSPeCtively・Hewasidentifiedasa

boystronglyattachedtothemother・Thatis，hismotherreportedthathewouldname

herasanattachmentfigurein60utOfthe8PATcards・InthefollowlnglnteraCtion
themotherwassendingmessagesastothetarget（a）inFigure5・2・

M：Lookhere，Ryu・Thisis…・，yOuSeeCatSanddogs・

C：　Yes．

M：Ryu，yOulovebothcatsanddogs・
C：　Yes．

M：Well，ithasstandingears・Theearsarestandingupright・Andithasatailthat

hangsdown・

C：　Yes．

M：Itisadog．Whereisthedogwhichhasahangingdowntail？

C：Yes，thisone・・・，andthisone‥・，andthisone・・・，andthisone・・・・

M：Stop！Theremustbeonlyoneltarget］dog・

C：Thisone？（Hepushesanincorrectbutton・）

M：Lookatthepicturescarefully・

C：（Hepushesanotherincorrectbutton・）

M：Adogwhichhasstanding－upearS・

C：（Hepushedbuttonsatrandom・）

M：Stop！NO！

C：（Hecontinuestopushbuttonsatrandom・）

Cd∫e助z

Kazwasaboywith15errorsinMASandlOerrorsinEAS・Hismotherreportedthat
hewouldselectherin50fthe8PATcards．Thetargetfigurewas（b）inFigure5・2・

M：Well‥．，Whatdoyousee？Hmmm・‥（Shethinks）Icannotexplainwell・

Ⅰ．‥

C：（Pushesthreebuttonsatrandom・）
M：Kaz，don’ttouchthebuttons．

C：Can’tIpushthebuttons？

M：Hmmm．‥Theleftsideofthefigureissmaller・

C：Whichfigure？（Hepeepsintothemother’snotebook・）

M：OK，lookatyourownbook・Your負guresareallthesameasmine・Couldyou

seeafigureinwhichtheleftsideissmallandtherightsideislarge？Itconsists

Oftwoparts．

C：　Two？

M：Howdoyouseetheltarget］figure？
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C：

M

C：

M

Isthisit？（Hepointstothenotebookandpushesanincorrectbutton．）

Icannotexplainthis．Hmmm．．．（Shethinks．）

Thisone？（Hepushesanincorrectbutton．）

Then，Whichisthefigureliketheribbon？

C：I don’thave a ribbon．

M ‡knowthatyoudon’thavearibbon．Pleasefinda丘gurelikearibboninyour

board．

C：　No．Thereisnone．

M：　No？

C：（Heliesdownonthefl00r．）
M：　Kaz‥．

C：Look！I’vegotbig．（Hestandsupliftingbothhisarms．Helaughs．）

M：Icannotexplainthisfigure・
C：（Hepushesbuttonsatrandom・）
M：（Shelaughs．）No‥．Icannot‥．

Cα∫eg〟た

Kuk was a girlwho madelO errorsin MAS and8errorsin EAS．Her mother

reportedthat shewouldnameher（the mother）ina118PATcards．Thetargetwas

（b）inFigure5・2．

M：ThisisaveryinterestingfigureconsistlngOfalittlepartandalargepart，isn’tit？

Like this．Yousee？

C：（Shesmiles．）

M：Isupposethatyoudon’tunderstandbysuchadescrlPtlOn．Yousee，Kuk，there

aremanyshapeSinthefigure・Listen，Kuk．
C：　Yes．

M：Thisisthelasttask．So，listen，Kuk・Therearefour負gures，doyousee？
C：　Yes．

M：And，amOngthemthereisafigurewhichconsistsofasmallfigure，1ikeamoon

andalarge負gure，1ikeacrown・Doyoufindit？

C：Isitthis？（Shepointstohernotebook・）

M：Whichonedoyoumean？Letmeknowitbypushingthebutton．

C：（Shepushesanincorrectbuttonandshelaughs・）

M：（Shelaughs．）Oh！Sorry．Youmadealittlemistake・Letmetryagain．Ashape

likeanewmoonandashapelikeabottleopenerbywhichweopenaSOdabottle
joinedtogether．Doyoufindit？Pushthebutton・

C：Isitthis？（Shepushesanotherincorrectbutton・）

M：Oh．Sorry，again．Youmadeahttlemistake，agaln・
C：Isitthis？（Shepointstohernotebook・）

M：Unlessyoupushabutton，IcannotknowwhichoneyouarepointlngtO．Nowof
COurSe，ifyouJuStpuShal14buttonssuccessively，OneOfthemwillbecorrect．

（Shelaughs．）

C：Isitthis？（Laughing，Shepushesanotherincorrectbutton・）

M：No‥．（Shelaughs．）
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C：Isitthis？（Shefinallytouchesthecorrectbutton・）

M：Finally，yOufoundthe correctbutton・Youpushedallfourbuttonsoneafter
another，SOitwasonlynaturalthatyouwouldhittherightone！（Shelaughs・）

Youaregreat！Youdidafinejob！（Shesaysthisalittlebitsarcastically・）

C：（Shelaughs・）

Themothersinthefirsttwoexampleswerereluctanttostrictlycontrolthechild’s

behaviorandthemotherinthethelastcaseeqoyedthegameandwasnotsomuch

invoIvedinthechild’sperformanceitself，althoughthedaughterfinallysucceededby

chance．Allofthem enJOyedinteractingwith theirchildren andwere not so much

concernedwiththechild，sperformanceorthegoalofchoosingtherightpicturewith

aminimalnumberoferrors・Consequently，thechildrendidnotperformwellatleast

intheshortrun．

Discussion

AspredictedfroInthe山SocialcontextHassumptionandtheauxiliaryassumpt10nthat

attachedmothersareunwillingtocontroltheirchildren’sbehaviorsunduly，thepresent

studyrevealed thatthe child，s attachmenttothe motherwasnegativelycorrelated

with the child，sperformancein the referentialcommunication game・The mothers

whoreportedstrongattachmentrelationshipswiththeirchildrenwerecharacterized

asreluctanttocontroltheirchildren’splayfu1behaviorsduringthegame・Theywere

muchmoreconcernedwithhavingpleasantinteractionswiththechildthanwiththe
Child’sachieving・

Inthissection，Iwilldiscusshowtointerpretthenegativecorrelation，eSpeCiallyin

thelightoftheclosenessofJapanesemother＜hildpairs・Iwillalsoexaminethenature
Of“attachment”asassessedinthisstudy・

乃g血卯r肋ICeげ〟0血r’∫hJ叩reぬ舶用∫呼班egffM血乃二心gJdGdmgO川乃∫た7

Thenegativecorrelationbetweenchildren，sattachmenttowardthemotherandtheir

perfomancesinthegamecorroboratedthefindingsofthepreviousresearch，Which

emphasizedtheimportanceofthemother，SperCeptionofthesituationasadeterminant

Ofhereffectiveness（Kuczynski，1984；Lytton，1980；Maccoby＆Martin，1983；Radke－

Yarrow，Zahn－Waxler，＆Chapman，1983）．Thatis，ifthetargetsituationisperceived

bythemothernottobecriticalnorurgent，thechild，sattachmenttowardherisnot

usedasaresourcetomakethechildperformwell，butserveSaSanelicitorforthe

mothertoreinforcetheirclose andreclprOCalrelationship・Infact，themotherぺhild

PalrSWithhigherscoresofattachmentnodoubtseemedtoenJOytheirinteractionduring

thegame．

Needlesstosay，thepresentresultsshouldneverbetakentomeanthatJapanese
mothers are not able tolise the child，s attachment as a resourcein socialization

in generaLIn fact，from daily observations，there are many successful examples

Of socialization by mothers through utilizing their close relations with their child・

Asa result，for example，eVen PreSChoolers can read and spelltheir name，and
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also can count・We don，t need any HHead Start”－type prOJeCt before entrance to

elementary schoolbecauseJapanese mothers are so competent as“tutors．M These

informalobservationsareconsistentwiththeeppiricalfindingsbyBus（thisissue）
Whichsuggestsecurelyattachedchildren，SsuperlOntylnemergentliteracyovertheir

insecurely・attaChedpeers・

Theirfailuretoenabletheirchildrentoperformwellinthisexperimentonlymeans

thatinagame－1ikesituationtheytendtoprefertoeqoytheircloserelationswiththe
Childattheexpenseoftryingtoachieveagoal・Weexpectthatwhenasituationhas
One OrmOreStrOngOrClearcuespushingthemothertouse thechild，s attachment

asaresourceforachievinggoodresults，Shecanandwilldothat．Infact，aCrOSS－

CulturalstudybetweenJapanandtheU・S・A・reVealedthat，inintellectualachievement

Situations，Japanese children showedless task resistance to the mother than their

Americancounterparts（Azuma，Kashiwagi，＆Hess，1981）．

聯C怨げCゐ肋e乃’∫A批九mg乃J肋γ侮りAccord吻わめeエeveJげCb∫e乃e∫∫わ血
〟0肋er

BeinginfluencedbytheJapanesechild－Centeredculture，theJapanesehavelong
favored child－rearlng CuStOmSin which the motheris to be near and have close

relationshipswiththechild（Befu，1971；Caudill＆Weinstein；1969；Mii，1988）．Infact，

repeatedstudiesfailedtofindanyA－tyPe（avoidant－tyPe）attachmentchildrenamong

Japanesesubjects（Takahashi，1986；1990a；1990b）．BecausetheJapanesemothe卜Child

relationshipstendtobecloserthantheirWesterncounterparts（e．g．，Befu，1971），it
COuldreasonablybeassumedthateventhepresentJapanesemotherぺhildpairswherein

thechildwasreportedasbeingnotsomuchattachedtothemother，neVerthelesshad

Closerelationships・

ThismayexplainwhytheHaffect－facilitationnassumptionwasnotsupportedwhilethe

“socia1－COnteXtnaSSumpt10nPrOVedtobetenableinthisstudy・Foradultmode1－Child

palrS Whose nurturanceisbelow a certainlevel，differencesin the extent ofchild，s

attachmentmaymakenodifferenceinmother，seffectivenessasasocializingagent・

OnlythedyadswithenoughlovemaybeabletoaffordtoenJOytheirinteractions

in a game－like context，yetbehave effectivelyln a Serious and／orurgentcontext，

inshort，mayreVealcleareffectsofsocialcontext・Furtherstudiesamongsubjects

Ofothercountries，SuChasthoseofWesterncountries amongwhichsomeA－tyPe

attachmentpatternsareidentified，WOuldbe helpfulto advanceourunderstanding
aboutthisissue．

刀JPh・机，ィ．・lJ仙ゾ＝汗〃J．心∫（一．†∫川川J

Somepeople，WhoarefamiliarwithattachmentassessmentbasedontheBowlby－

Ainsworthparadigmandalsowiththosethefindingswhichhavesuggestedadvantages

OfB－tyPeChildreninthegeneraldevelopment，mayWOnderifthepresentresultswould

bereliable・Theymayclaimthatthenegativefunctionofattachmentshouldbetaken

Withsomereservationuntilthevalidityofattachmentassessmentusedinthisstudyis

prOVen・
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Infact，inthisstudyattachmenttowardthemotherwasassessedbythePAT．Based

Onatheoryofsocialrelationshipswhichis describedelsewhere（Takahashi，1990C），

thePATassessesarelativeimportanceofthemotherasanattachmentfigureatthe

PreSent，because each childis developlngand reconstruCting a framework ofsocial

relationships which consists of multiplefigures・The attachment assessment of the

PreSentStudydiffersfromtheconventionalattachmentmeasurementinthreeways・

Firstly，We meaSuredattachmentat the momentoftheobservation，i・e・，at3years

Ofage，Whereastraditionalattachmentstudiesusuallyusetypesofattachmentat12－18

months of age as a stableindex ofquality ofattachment．Secondly，We meaSured

relativestrengthofattachmenttowardthemother，Whereastheconventionalattachment

assessmentonlyandseparatelyfocusesonrelationshipswiththemother．Finally，We

usedthemotherasaninformantofattachmentfiguresbecauseshewasassumedtohave

hadenoughobservationsofthechild’severydaylife，Whereasinthetraditionalresearch

attachmentisusual1yobservedandassessedinalaboratorysetting．Inthissense，the

PATissimilartotheAttachmentQ－SOrtmethodbyWatersandDeane（1985）．

Inspiteofthesedifferences，itissupposedthatthereisclosecorrespondencebetween

theresultsofthePATandthestrangesituationprocedurethatguaranteestherelevanCe

Ofthepresentresultstotheattachmenttheory．Inadditiontotheabove－mentioned

COrrelationsofthefrequencyofresponsestothemotherinthePATwiththefrequencies

OfattachmentbehaviorstowardthemotherwhichappearedintheStrangeSituation

PrOCedureoneyearbefore，anOtherlongitudinalstudyofoursindicatedthatB－tyPe

infants，identi丘ed as such by the Strange Situation procedure at their12th month，

Signi負cantlymorefrequentlychosethemotherasanattachmentfigureinthePATat

3yearsofage，aCCOrdingtotheirmothers，thantheirC－tyPeCOunterPartS．

Although both the attachment assessment procedure and culturalbackgrounds of

mother＜hilddyadsweredifferenttothoseintheWestemmainstreamstudies，nOne

Ofthis makesthe presentstudytooexceptional・Webelieve thatthepresentstudy
addsknowledgeandcastsnewlightonthegrowlnglntereStintherelationshipbetween
attachment and socialization．
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